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MOMENTUM GROWS AS THE 
2nd GLOBAL CALL TO ACTION 
IS POISED TO SEND A CLEAR 
MESSAGE TO GOVERNMENT. 
 
 

Over seventy communities across the world will converge on 1 May 2015, to send a strong message to 
the State Government’s of Western Australia (WA), South Australia (SA)  and the Federal Government of 
Australia in a stand against the threatened forced closure of Aboriginal Communities. From large scale 
marches in every State and Territory across the Country, smaller gatherings in the regional areas 
nationwide, to international actions in Canada, United States, Aotearoa (New Zealand), Germany, United 
Kingdom, France amongst others, these peaceful actions make it clear that a growing consensus of 
everyday people support Aboriginal communities to remain in their homelands.  

This is alongside the backing of the Unions with the International Trade Union Confederation 
(ITUC), Australian Council of Trade Unions (ACTU), Maritime Union of Australia (MUA) and the National 
Tertiary Education Union (NTEU) making public statements and holding events expressing their 
sentiments while affirming their continuing support of Aboriginal Australians.  On 1 May 2015, they too will 
show support by marching in solidarity across the nation in key locations. 

Federally, political pressure has come not only from a tri-partite domestic condemnation by the 
Greens, Labor and Democrats, but also internationally from the Maori Party in New Zealand with a 
strongly worded letter addressed to the Prime Minister Tony Abbott on his recent visit to New Zealand. On 
1 May 2015, co-leader of the Maori Party, Marama Fox will be attending the Melbourne Rally, in solidarity 
for Indigenous Australia. 

State-based Kimberley MLC Labor’s Josie Farrer and the Greens MLC Robyn Chapple have 
continued in their pubic denouncement of the Premier’s plans citing that they will in a show of bi-
partisanship and continue to question Premier Barnett. They will take the concerns of their Kimberley 
constituents to the Western Australian Parliament until this issue is resolved, and lobby for the State to 
move into a consultation process to dispel the uncertainty and get on with the job of creating solutions. 

Action from the Kimberley have been local and global. Since March 19, there has been two 
round table discussions and a group of Kimberley Aboriginal Leaders are poised to meet with Government 
State Government to seek clarification and transparency. Significantly, on April 22, the Kimberley Land 
Council (KLC) condemned Aboriginal community closures in Western Australia to widespread international 
support at the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues in New York. 

The outpouring of support via social media has resulted in a reach of over 1.8 million people 
worldwide. This carries with it the message from Aboriginal people, that we do not accept Premier 
Barnett’s plan to shut off essential services to 150 remote Aboriginal communities and we do not support 
the role the Federal Government has in enabling this. There is growing concern that the incumbent 
government of WA has changed their language in recent weeks about community closures, which were 
cited as being a fiscal issue to now being one of a child protection issue. The Kimberley Community is 
saying they need to know why the Premier is targeting their community homelands and make it very clear 
will continue to stand against any effort to erode our fundamental human rights.  
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